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Hypotheses, Coding Scheme, and Plan of Data Collection 

I. State your first research question (it was given to you in the summary of your research topic): 
1. Predict the answer to the first research question—this will be your first hypothesis: 
2. Name the two constructs of the first hypothesis that you will need to measure and turn into two variables:  
3. Operationally define construct 1 (will be variable 1): 
4. Conceptually and Operationally define constructs 2 (will be variable 2): 
5. Develop a coding scheme for constructs  1 and 2 to turn them into variable 1 and 2 (a coding scheme describes the process of how a qualitative variable will be assigned a number): 
6. What is your unit of analysis: 
7. What is/are your unit of coding (and contexts, if necessary):  
8. Name the scales of measurement for variable 1 and variable 2

II. State your second research question: 
1. Predict the answer to your second research question.
2. Name the two constructs (to be variables of the second hypothesis).  
3. Conceptually and operationally define only construct 4 (the second construct is construct  1):
4. Develop a coding scheme for construct 4
5. The unit of analysis will be the same
6. For simplicity, the unit of coding should be the same also.
7. Name the scale of measurement for variable 4


III. Next, you will need to develop a plan outlining how you will obtain a sample to measure your variables.  Answer the following questions:
1. Since your research method will be content analysis, what kind of sample will you have to collect?
2. What is your target population then? 
3. How will you ensure that your sample is representative? 
4. Given your hypothesis, are there shows that you will have to exclude?  
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